
Chaplain Rick Johnson  Pacific Youth Correctional Ministries

Ministry Update 

An email was sent out on 
New Years Day letting us 
know we were going back to 
virtual services, no bible 
studies, and to one on one 
contact through the phone.  

A few weeks later the 
facilities began to open up. 
The youth still spend ten days 
quarantined once they arrive 
but right now, all the other 
units are open. The number 
of arrests has continued to 
climb since the beginning of 
March and attendance at our 
services is better.  

I am encouraged by the 
increase in youth asking to 
meet with a chaplain. Two 
youth in Juvenile Hall 
recently completed our 
discipleship material and 
were given a certificate and 
Study Bible. 

The copy machines we use to 
produce lesson handouts, 
calendars, etc. allows us to 
add color so I have been 
taking advantage of this 
welcomed upgrade.  
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A  Christian, is someone who places their faith in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ. This is an event 
known as your spiritual birthday (II Corinthians 6:2). 

The day the Lord takes your spirit to heaven is also an event 
(Acts 7:59). What takes place in between these two events is 
called the sanctification process.  

Many of the youth I work with profess faith in Jesus Christ and 
tell me they are going to heaven. They know the gospel and 
believe the Lord will save them. But then you look at the way 
they live and wonder if they are saved. The sanctification 
process doesn’t seem to be working.  

When Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, he told them they 
were worldly or infants in Christ (I Corinthians 3:1-2). He said 
they were “in Christ” but not living by the Spirit. His question 
to these believers later on in the chapter was, “Don’t you know 
that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in your midst?” These worldly Christians didn’t need to 
be reconverted because the Holy Spirit was already present in 
their lives. Paul lists the sinners who will not inherit the 
kingdom of God (I Corinthians 6:9-10) but then says that is 
who some of them were, not are.  
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When I visited my dad and 
said goodbye, the last thing 
he said to me was something 
he told me often, “I’m so 
thankful for what you do down 
there.” Even though he 
couldn’t remember many 
things, he never forgot his 
roots, his family, or his faith.  

All of our family will be 
present or watching remotely 
on April 30th at 11:00 am to 
celebrate my dad’s life. My 
dad’s last living sister and her 
family will be there from 
Washington. The only 
grandson with the last name 
Johnson (Jared) got 
permission from the Air Force 
to travel to the service. We are 
planning on 150-200 people 
to be in attendance.  

The Senior Pastor at Cross- 
Point Community Church has 
agreed to speak and I will be 
sharing the things I want to 
remember about my dad. 
Thank you for praying for us.  

  

Some pastors and church leaders struggle with telling a worldly 
Christian that they belong to the family of God. What they feel 
like saying is, “You’re not a believer until you repent of your 
sin.” I became a Christian at a young age so all of the sins I 
needed to repent of came after my conversion. Obedience to 
Christ was something I learned later on, not a good work I 
needed to make me feel like a Christian.  

Requiring a person to walk in victory over sin prior to salvation 
is called “front loading” the gospel. The gospel wouldn’t be 
good news if a sinner had to do that. Everyone would wonder 
when they were victorious enough. If you are honest, you 
didn’t always obey the Lord early on in your Christian life. You 
struggled with temptation and asking God to save you over and 
over didn’t help.  

If you tell a worldly Christian they are not a believer, they will 
probably agree. Then what? If you present the gospel again, 
most of them will respond and say, “I really mean it this time!” 
But victory over the power of sin is not the result of human 
motivation or self-effort. In Galatians 3:3, Paul rebuked the 
believers for thinking their own strength could cause them to 
obey the law.  

Baby Christians struggle to let go of wrong behaviors because 
memories of sinning are still recent. Their worldly lifestyle is 
just starting to be replaced. The sanctification process has 
begun in a new believers life if they are bothered by their sin 
and desire to please the Lord.  

Grace is the desire and the power to do what pleases God 
(Philippians 2:13) and  sanctification is the grace of God at 
work in your life. The Holy Spirit inspires you to live out your 
new life and your part is to believe what the bible says you are 
able to do. There is a new lifestyle the Holy Spirit produces as 
you walk by faith, maintain your fellowship with the Lord, and 
abide in Jesus Christ.  

God’s children who resist the work of the Holy Spirit will 
respond when God disciplines them. The person who never 
grows spiritually probably didn’t experience the new birth.  
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